Endoscopic removal of partially migrated intragastric bands following surgical gastroplasty: a prospective case series.
The intragastric migration of a surgically placed adjustable gastric band is believed to occur slowly, over months to years. Band removal procedures necessitate surgical laparotomy, thus increasing the risk of complications. The endoscopic technique for band removal described in this case-series provides a minimally invasive approach. Fifteen patients referred for endoscopic removal of a partially migrated intragastric band. The partially migrated intragastric bands were all successfully removed in a mean of 1.1 endoscopic sessions. No patient required subsequent surgical intervention, and there were no immediate or delayed adverse events including no infections, bleeding, or perforations. Endoscopic removal of partially migrated intragastric bands appears feasible, effective, safe, and is a minimally invasive alternative to repeat surgery.